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MENTAL HEALTH CUTS COULD BE A FATAL      

                        MISTAKE

  Those In Need of Mental Health Care, Police Officers  

             and State Residents Placed At Risk

A proposal has been offered to cut 85M from the state’s perennially underfunded mental health services budget. This cut represents a paltry amount compared to the 62B state budget now under review by the legislature.  It also portends potentially devastating consequences for the lives and safety of mental health clients, state residents and police officers. 
The cuts will reduce caseworkers in the state’s Department of Mental Health from 340 to 170. It is estimated that approximately 4000 current mental health patients will lose caseworker support. In addition, 2000 more, awaiting caseworkers, will be denied services.  Of particular concern is the underfunding of the Jail Diversion and TTAC programs.  These will directly impact police officers.  The Jail Diversion program seeks to keep the most criminally prone clients off the street and the TTAC program (Technical Training Centers) provides critical training and instruction to first responders, who are increasingly dealing with mental health clients in the street. These programs are now underfunded.   Jill Igoe a former DMH client said at a recent statehouse rally, without this support those in need of services will end up in “emergency rooms, law enforcement encounters, or on the street.” She described the situation as “wrong and dangerous”

The Massachusetts Association for Professional Law Enforcement (MAPLE) wishes to add its voice to those raising concern over this policy decision.  We echo Igoe’s prognostication and wish to express our concern over the increased public safety risks created by these cuts. It is estimated that 20% of all police calls involve response to people with mental health issues.

Tragic experience shows, that a certain percentage of those denied mental health care, will end up in violent confrontations with state residents and most probably police officers, dramatically increasing the odds that someone will be seriously injured or even killed. Such tragedies are preventable.  .
Police officers in Massachusetts are increasingly being compelled to serve as the backstop for a state government that consistently refuses to address the problem of mental illness.  It is a moral injustice to both police officers and to those, who need treatment.  MAPLE affirms the moral responsibility of state government to care for those in need of mental health treatment, to prevent harm to them and to others.         
END
Source:   “Rally Against Cuts”   Alison Kuznits,  Statehouse News Service  02/25/25
