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	              MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION 

                                                        For

            PROFESSIONAL  LAW ENFORCMENT

                                              P.O. Box 323 

                                         Westford, MA  01886

                         Justice,  Integrity,  Competence,  Courage,   Compassion
Email:  galsix90aol.com                                                      Phone:  978-846-2635


March 11, 2024

Maura Healey

Governor

Room # 280

Statehouse, Boston MA 02133

Dear Governor Healey.

             I am writing to you on behalf of the Massachusetts Association for Professional Law Enforcement (MAPLE), an organization of current and former police officers and Criminal Justice educators, who are dedicated to the professionalization of the police in this Commonwealth.   We have been communicating with your predecessor since 2018 over the subject of the Massachusetts State Police, an organization that has been repeatedly beset with cases of malfeasance. In our judgement only superficial efforts were made by the previous administration to address systemic problems with that agency.

The Massachusetts State Police is a vital institution in this Commonwealth.  It is the principal state agency for maintaining public order, providing homeland security and for interdicting international drug and terror organizations seeking to operate within our state.  The prominence of the State Police role makes it imperative, that every step possible be taken to ensure the transparency and competence of this agency.  
Our organization recommended to Governor Baker, that a “Blue Ribbon” commission be convened to conduct a stem to stern review of the agency.  Such a review would be a necessary prelude to the development and implementation of a reform agenda.   We fear that anything less will not sufficiently rectify the damage done to the public reputation of the Department.  We are formally resubmitting this request to you.

By definition, a “Blue Ribbon Commission” is a panel comprised of subject matter experts, who are convened to solve a problem.  Such commissions have been convened in Los Angeles, New York and Boston to address wide spread allegations of police corruption and brutality.   Based upon our collective experience, it is our judgement that the current situation facing the Massachusetts State Police rises to this level of response.   For this reason, we offer you the following specific recommendations:

· The commission should be comprised of no less than five members, who have both the requisite education and experience to evaluate an organization on the scale of the Department of State Police

· Representation on the panel should reflect the gender and minority composition of the Commonwealth

· The Commission should have the authority to compel witness testimony and produce records essential to a proper evaluation of the management structure and practices of the Mass State Police

· A formal record of the Commission’s proceeding should be made and the proceedings should be open to the public.

· Most importantly, we believe that appointees to this Commission should have minimal ties to the Massachusetts political establishment.
       The crisis of confidence facing the Massachusetts State Police strikes at the very heart of the public’s trust and confidence in our state government.  This matter must not be taken lightly.  It is absolutely imperative that a review of the State Police be conducted promptly, competently, impartially and comprehensively.  To do less, is to betray a legacy of fair and open government, for which this Commonwealth has long been known.   Our organization stands ready to assist you in any way that we can. 
Yours truly 

Dennis J. Galvin

President 

MAPLE

                “The law will never be respected until those who enforce it are.”

